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Happy New Year! As we enter 2021, I can hear our choir melodically
singing: You brought me through this … you brought me through that
… Lord, I’m grateful – to you!
 
2020 was a lot! I thank God for guiding us every step of the way.
Truly, we learned how important it was to have the Word of God
written on our hearts, so that we were prepared when hard times
hit. And, in addition to God’s Word, the Lord recently reminded me
how powerful it can be for us to concentrate on a single word that
might be our guiding light or focal point for the year. 
 
Some people call these Star Words. I was introduced a few years
ago to this ritual many Christian congregations observe at the
beginning of January. On the day of Epiphany (Sunday, January 3),
we celebrate that the Magi or Wise Men, were guided by a star
while they were on their journey to bestow gifts upon the Christ
child. Some churches pass out stars with words printed on them,
which people can hold onto and use as a guide for the coming year’s
journey. 
 
God may be whispering a word in your spirit that will help you grow
in discipleship and help you have an abundantly blessed 2021. Those
who are using the devotion digitally (or anyone who desires) – may
also choose to use the following online word generator:
http://wordoftheyear.me. If you need a printed copy of the
devotional, please email the pastor to request one at
pastor@1stcollegestation.org, and to arrange a time for pick up.
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Unlike last year, this devotional includes weekly reflections instead
of daily. Weekly meditations will allow us more time for a word to
work on us! Each week includes “Word Work” – questions or
activities to help you go deeper. The devotions span from Epiphany
to Easter, and I pray that each word will enable us to see Christ in a
new way. I pray that we will see Christ – in all his glory. The
innocent baby; the teacher, the healer, the dinner companion; and
the lamb who was slain for the sins of the world. 
 
Please take time to be blessed by the words your sisters and
brothers in Christ have shared, and to contemplate the chosen word
throughout the week. Isaiah 30:21 tells us: Whether you turn to the
right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying,
“This is the way; walk in it.” Friends, each of the Star Words shared
in this devotion represent the way of God. Let’s walk in it.

God’s blessings,
Pastor Eleanor L. Colvin
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DEVOTIONAL GUIDE  

WEEK 1 JANUARY 1 - 9

READY
"Remind your people to submit … They should be obedient, always ready to do

what is good." Titus 3:1

Recently God opened a door for possible new employment, and I was given an

assignment to complete 32 pages by December 28, 2020.  Then, my Pastor asked me

about my Devotional, and said “I need it at least by tomorrow.” All I could say is: “Lord I

really don’t have time for this.” And, the next day, a family member came to my house

at 9 p.m. in desperate need of help on his paper for an exam (due the next day)!  At

this point I’m saying: “Lord what are you doing…now is not the time for all this!”  

 

At some point, I started thinking: “Lord, I know you told me to do this now, but not yet”

(New Employment); “Lord, I know you want me to do this, but I can’t right now” (My

Devotional); “Lord, I know you asked me to be there, but maybe another time” (My

Family Member).  Each time I spoke these words I was failing to do what was good

and right by God at the time.  All because I wasn’t ready to do what was expected of

me. When I should be ready anytime God calls on me for whatever the reason.  

 

Ready is to be prepared mentally or physically for some experience or action; able and

willingly disposed; inclined to agree to one’s guidance or proposal.  My trust and faith

in the Lord have kept me grounded, and ready for anything the Lord had planned for

me.  He made it so in my heart, my spirit, and my relationship with Him.  Or so I

thought?

Whether I called on the Lord or the Lord called on me, as I’m getting older I ask myself:

Have I really been ready for anything the Lord expected of me in my life?  At this age,

40 years old to be exact, I realize I haven’t been as ready as I should have.  My trust

and faith is always in the Lord.  But as I realize what the Lord expects from me, I am

finding myself not ready and always delaying.  Whether it is work, home, family,

finances, or church.  For whatever the reason or distraction, I started making excuses.
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DEVOTIONAL GUIDE  

WEEK 1 JANUARY 1 - 9

READY

We all have that little voice that we tend to ignore or put off.  Some say it is your

conscience speaking.  I’m accustomed to believing it is the Spirit

speaking.  Telling us to be ready for whatever it is the Lord wants us to be ready for. 

 Because I have learned all too well the Lord will make it that whatever he has planned

WILL take place with or without you.  When we are not ready, we find ourselves

struggling to get to that point of “readiness.”  And, when we finally become ready,

that’s when we start saying “Ohhh, that’s why you told me to do that now Lord”; “Ohhh,

that’s why you opened that door now Lord”; “Ohhh, that’s why you ask me to be there

for them now Lord.”  

 

Our recent celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,

reminded us of God’s timing and our need for readiness. “But when the right time

came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to law; And because you have

become his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into your hearts” (Galatians

4:4-6).  In God’s time, we made it through a challenging year. Now, are you ready for

what God has planned and expected of you?

PRAYER

Lord, give us the mindset to be ready for every good work.  Remove all distractions and

excuses that will prevent us from doing what is good and right by you Lord in the

workplace, at home, with family, with finances, and in your house of worship.  Amen.

5FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

- Ms. Shasi Smith, Communion Stewards Chairperson

THIS WEEK'S WORD WORK

Can you think of a time you weren’t ready for what God had planned for you? 

How might the Star Word you’ve chosen help you be READY for what God is doing

in 2021? 

Pray the written prayer daily OR add spiritual readiness to your prayers.
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WEEK 2 January 10 - 16 

FOCUS

"Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your

God; I will strengthen you,Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you

with My righteous right hand." Isaiah 41:10

This passage was written many years ago, yet in so many ways, confirms the belief that

we serve an on-time God, and His Word remains the same – yesterday, today and

forever.  The year 2020 has brought about many unexpected things, such as the

pandemic, a stagnated economy, social issues that have divided our nation, corruption

and discrepancies in our political system, etc. However, through it all, the presence of

the Lord and the existence of His Word remains unchanged.

6FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

In this passage, the Lord is assuring us that in the midst of all of our troubles, all of our

trials and tribulations, He is there to lead us, guide us, comfort and strengthen us. 

 We’re being informed, in advance, of situations that can and will occur. Yet, He’s also

informing us that we are never alone.  This passage provides further confirmation to

the words stated in Deuteronomy 31:6 – God “will never leave nor forsake” us.

 

With that in mind, we are never to be discouraged, we are never to lose hope – no

matter how grim the situation may appear.  In short, we should always maintain our

focus!!!  As one songwriter says, “If I Have the Faith, God Has the Power!”  Therefore, if

our foundation of faith is strong, knowing that God has the power will allow us to

remain focused to continue to do His will, for we are His children. And because of that,

we know that come what may, God will see us through.



DEVOTIONAL GUIDE  

WEEK 2 January 10 - 16

FOCUS

Father God, thank you for your unending presence in our lives, all the while

being The Light in periods of darkness.  We ask that your presence

continues to be with us, touching us in the manner that allows us to remain

focused at all times, leaning and depending on you for anything and

everything, which in turn allows us to give you all the glory, honor & praise. 

 In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

7FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

- Mr. Vernon Moore

Church Council Chairperson

PRAYER

What gets most of your time and FOCUS? How does that affect your

discipleship? 

Take a daily inventory of your time this week. Each night consider how

you spent your time and what consumed your FOCUS for that day.

Pray about what God would like for you to FOCUS on in 2021.

THIS WEEK'S WORD WORK

"Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your

God; I will strengthen you,Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you

with My righteous right hand." Isaiah 41:10



DEVOTIONAL GUIDE  

WEEK 3 January 17 - 23 

TEAMWORK
"If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is

honored, every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of

Christ, and each one of you is a part of it." 1 Corinthians

12:26-27

The body that Christ created has many members. All the

members depend on each other in order for the body to carry out

its purpose.
 
Just like the body, a football team consists of many members that

occupy a position. Let’s focus on the offensive unit. The offensive

unit consists of a quarterback, center, three running backs, two

ends, two guards and two tackles – each one depends on the

other. When a player makes a touchdown, all the glory goes to

him. But, we forget about the quarterback having the skills to

pass or fake the defense off their responsibility, which helps the

runner or receiver get across the goal line for the touchdown.
 
All the parts of the body – the team – need each other. The

quarterback needs the center to get him the football on time and

in the correct position. The running back needs the others to carry

out their blocking assignments to help him gain yardage. The

entire squad needs coaches to train, condition, teach and coach

them on the philosophy and game plan of the game. When one

member fails to carry out his responsibilities the whole team

suffers. And, the same is true in the church.

 8FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH



DEVOTIONAL GUIDE  

WEEK 3 January 17 - 23 

TEAMWORK
"If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is

honored, every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of

Christ, and each one of you is a part of it." 1 Corinthians 12:26-27

What position has God assigned to you (in your home, in the

church, in the community)? If you’re unsure, add that question to

your prayer time this week. 

What makes you good at TEAMWORK? What could you work on? 

Devote some time his week to reading God’s playbook. Even 10

minutes will make you a stronger member of the team and a

better part of the body of Christ.

In conclusion, God created the body of Christ with many members

that depend on each other for the body to function properly. The

body of Christ is not so different from a football team, where all

players must practice teamwork in order for the team to be

successful.

PRAYER

Mighty God, help us to be the strong and victorious body of Christ

that we were made to be. You are our Creator and Divine Coach.

Help us hear your voice and respond to your instruction so that we

might play our spiritual positions in a way that brings you glory.

Amen.

THIS WEEK’S WORD WORK
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- Mr. Henry Lewis, SPRC Chairperson
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WEEK 4 January 24 - 30 

VISION
“Write the vision, and make it plain, that he may run who reads it. For the

vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will

not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not

tarry.” Habakkuk 2:2-3

Vision: the ability to see farther than your eyes can look; make the unseen

visible and the unknown possible; Revelation; Divine purpose.

 

What an awesome God we serve! He is the insightful redi-writer who penned

the Bible with the inspired Word for us to know His vision, our purpose, and how

we fit into His blessing plan to enjoy heaven here on earth.  Only God can give

us VISION [revelation]. In fact, our spiritual health and success depend on

knowing His big picture VISION. Habakkuk 2 stirs our passion’s desire to see the

unseen things of God that are greater than those presently before us.

 

In this passage, God instructs us that when He reveals His Vision, we are to

write it down, reread it and stay focused. You see, the VISION is not explicitly

for us. Therefore, it must be plain, easy to understand so others will help run

with its revelation for God’s kingdom purpose. However, due to its appointed

time, we are called to exercise patience, comfort and be willing to walk, work

and wait – hopeful for the vision to prove itself.

 

Occasionally, I have been asked, how do we know when God is speaking Word

revelation into your life? I always embrace this as a wonderful witness

opportunity! I share the moment God spoke revelation to my spirit. I remember

the special day it happened. I was singing Michael Smith’s worship song,

“Open the Eyes of My Heart Lord” (I want to see you). I had been chasing after

God for answered prayer to reveal His promised future for me and how to

draw nearer to Him to discover it.

 10FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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WEEK 4 January 24 - 30

VISION
“Write the vision, and make it plain, that he may run who reads

it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it

will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it;

Because it will surely come, It will not tarry.” Habakkuk 2:2-3

How might your Star Word support you in pursuing God’s vision? 

This week, check your VISION. Make sure your plans/vision are

aligned with God’s. 

Spend some time writing out God’s vision for your year. Consider

creating a vision board or simply writing down the goals and

directions God places on your heart. 

The song’s lyrics revealed I needed to open wide my spiritual eyes to

a God high and lifted up to see farther than was visible, and to rest

deep in God’s [bosom] heart to know the infusion of God’s intent for

my future. God blessed me (for Himself) for others and eventually

the world. I invite you to climb into God’s heart and let Him launch

His vision blessing for your life.

PRAYER

Awesome God, open the eyes of our hearts. We want to see you. We

want to see your vision for our lives and your world. Show us the

plans you have for us. Show us the steps you would have us to take

so that your Kingdom Vision may come to pass. Help us to see as you

see, so that we may serve as you serve. Amen.

THIS WEEK'S WORD WORK

 

- Mrs. Rose Jones, Evangelism Chairperson
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WEEK 5 January 31 - February 6 

DETERMINATION

"Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having

stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the

Lord has promised to those who love him.” James 1:12

I grew up attending a small Baptist church in Louisiana. Once a month,

on communion Sunday, a segment of the church service was set aside

for members to tell their “determination.” Members would go to the

front of the church and give testimonials which ended with similar

phrasing. Some began with their favorite verses of a song, or told about

personal tribulations they had triumphed through. But all of the

testimonials ended with the phrase, “my determination is for heaven. I

am asking all of my brothers and sisters to pray for me, that my last day

will be my best day and heaven will be my home.”

 

As a small child, I observed the monthly testimonial period. Then once I

was baptized, I gave my testimonial monthly. But like most of the other

children in the church, my testimonial consisted only of the common

phrase. I didn’t have the confidence to add a unique introduction.

 

The definition of determination is the ability to keep going forward,

toward your goal, trying and striving, and not giving up when

encountering obstacles and difficulties. It is the inner strength that

keeps us on track toward our goals.

 

There are several Bible verses about determination and strength. For

example, James 1:12 states: “Blessed is the one who perseveres under

trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown

of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.” And, 

1 Corinthians 16:13 states: “Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be

courageous; be strong.”

 12FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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WEEK 5 January 31 - February 6 

DETERMINATION

"Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having
stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the
Lord has promised to those who love him.” James 1:12

When I reflect on those Sunday testimonials during my childhood, I

believe we told our “determination” to verbally express in front of

God, our family, and our church friends, our belief in Jesus and our

commitment to live the way he wants us to live. To love God with all

our heart, soul, and mind. And to live a life of sacrifice, selflessness,

and service.

 

As Paul looked toward his coming death, he made three

declarations to Timothy, “I have fought the good fight, I have

finished the race, I have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7) Hence, also

in those testimonials, we were asking the church to pray that we live

a life as disciples of Jesus. And, like Paul, we receive the heavenly

rewards given to all of God's followers, after faithfully serving him.

PRAYER

Lord, Sometimes, the road is rough, the going gets tough, and the

hills are hard to climb … but I’ve decided to make Jesus my choice. I

am determined to follow Jesus! So, please guide my feet while I run

this race – because I don’t want to run this race in vain. Amen.
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- Dr. Karen Butler-Purry, Lay Member and Sunday School Teacher

THIS WEEK'S WORD WORK

What is “your DETERMINATION” as a disciple of Christ? 

How will your Star Word help you live out your DETERMINATION

Meditate on 2 Timothy 4:7 (cited above). What do you want to

be said about you at the end of your race?
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WEEK 6 February 7 - 13

CLARITY

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock

and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks

receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who

knocks, the door will be opened.” Matthew 7:7-8

The one word that will change my life, would have to be CLARITY.

When I think of Clarity, I think of this passage from Matthew 7:7-8.

 

Clarity. How do I get it?  How do I begin to peel back the layers of

shade from my vision?  I want to be purged of all the

imperfections that halt my progress toward the clarity that I seek.

I’ve made many mistakes in this life, however, I continue to pray

for guidance.  

 

I’ve witnessed what the power of prayer has done – and these

prayers have been clear and direct. I always pray more for my

children than I do for myself. I ask the Lord, you know my heart

and don’t let my transgressions fall upon my children as

punishment. They’re innocent, let them have a chance to make

their own mistakes, but continue to guide them on the path you

have already paved. 

I’m also always praying to God for the right things to do.  One of

my favorite songs is by Yolanda Adams – “I Open Up My Heart.”  I

hope I’m doing so, so I can gain the clarity I so seek.   2020 was

an eye opener for a lot of us.  It allowed me to be grateful for the

things I have – and I have more than enough.  People get so

caught up with, I must have this and I got to get that. I’m truly

grateful my family is still healthy through this pandemic. I can

hear, see, walk and talk. This is more than enough CLARITY!

14FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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WEEK 6 February 7 - 13

CLARITY

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock

and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks

receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who

knocks, the door will be opened.” Matthew 7:7-8

 

Clarity would be a great a life changing word for me, but I know I

must study, to get it. The unknown is so uncomfortable, but I’ve

been here many times before.  However, when GOD gives a little

whisper, I know that’s the only CLARITY I need.  

 

So, if I’m able to wake every day, I know I have a chance to

continue to ask for the answers in which I seek and I’m willing to

receive it!

PRAYER

Lord, we are asking for and seeking your clarity, so that we may

do your will in 2021. You give wisdom to all who seek you. So, we

open up our hearts to you – to receive that which you so freely

give. Bless us to walk by faith as we have confidence in the

clarity you provide. Amen.
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THIS WEEK'S WORD WORK

What situations in your life could benefit from more

CLARITY?

Do you have CLARITY about why God gave you your Star

Word?

Memorize a scripture or two about the wisdom God gives us.

Wisdom improves our CLARITY.

- Ms. Gwendolyn Phillips, Lay Member and Usher
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WEEK 7 February 14 - 20 

FORGIVENESS

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just

as in Christ God forgave you.” Ephesians 4:32

Forgiveness – what a powerful act. It’s a deliberate and intentional decision

to release those feelings of resentment and extending mercy towards those

who have harmed you. During 2020, we all have faced a lot of resentment,

not necessarily towards one particular person but in general based on all the

country as a whole has endured. From the Black Lives Matter movement,

presidential election and COVID-19 just to name a few, the year has taught

me personally a lot about forgiveness.

 

God said in His Word in Ephesians 4:32, “Be kind and compassionate to one

another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” This has

truly been a trying year but God said we must forgive others just as He has

forgiven us. Additionally, I truly believe we must also forgive ourselves. With

all we’ve had to endure, forgiving others and yourself is a great way of

releasing those pinned up feelings, which brings about a sense of peace,

which I personally know God will give you.

 

God is such a gracious and loving God, because He has forgiven us over and

over for our sins. There is no act of forgiveness that is greater than God’s

forgiveness of our sins. For all the wrong someone may have done to you or

your loved one or the wrong you have done, forgive. It’s just that simple. Look

at it this way, just as we need food, clothing and shelter to survive,

forgiveness is essential for our Christian discipleship. In His word, Jesus

reminded the disciples to pray daily for the ability to forgive; but, he also

reminded them that they too stood in the need of forgiveness. So, in essence,

forgiveness allows us to be reconciled with Christ and our fellow man.

 16FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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WEEK 7 February 14 - 20 

FORGIVENESS

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each

other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” Ephesians 4:32

This week began with Valentine’s Day. How might forgiveness

be an act of love? 

Is there anyone you need to forgive? Remember, you’re not

required to maintain fellowship after forgiveness. The goal is

simply to free your heart. 

What do you need forgiveness for? As we enter the season of

Lent, remember Christ came to the world because we are all

sinners.

God is such a good God that He gave us a guide, the bible and

within the bible he provided us with a prayer-Lord’s Prayer. In

Matthew 6:9-13 He reminds us to forgive. I am confident that we as

Christians and His disciples can become more forgiving by living the

Lord’s Prayer and practicing forgiveness.

 

Gracious God, forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. I ask

that you bless me with your wonderful power of forgiveness and

give me the grace to unconditionally forgive. Lord, I thank you and

love you for never withholding your love and forgiveness. In His

precious Holy name, I pray, Amen!

 

THIS WEEK’S WORD WORK 

 

- Dr. Rhonda Fowler, 

Lay Member and Youth and College Ministry Leader

PRAYER
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WEEK 8 February 21 - 27
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Please use these blank pages to reflect on your Star Word.
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WEEK 8 February 21 - 27
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Please use these blank pages to reflect on your Star Word.
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WEEK 9 February 28 - March 6

Perfect PEACE

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God,

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through

Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7 NKJV2

When I try thinking on the peace that Apostle Paul was referring to and how 2020

compares, it has been anything but peaceful. And yet, I know things could be worse.

Yeah, that’s a revelation so hard to grasp, but it’s true. So, what exactly is peace?

Webster described it a lot of different ways, but the definition below took center stage

with me:

A state of quiet or tranquility; security or order.

Yes, things were quiet in a sense for 2020 due to a pandemic that brought anything but

a sense of security and order. We’ve had things rearranged, replaced and some even to

be reimagined last year. But the word of God delivers instructions to this unmatched

“peace” that is available to you and I, in the midst of it all. How mind-blowing is that?

We can have peace, by first not being anxious about anything but just praying to God for

what you need and being thankful for what we already have. God wants us – no, He

requires us – to be in communication with Him all the time. These trials are going to

happen but God says don’t get all anxious or nervous because help is on the way.

So, my prayer in this new year is that we remain faithful to our call, that we trust God in

everything; always being thankful but pray to Him about it all. Everything is going to be

alright. We will have a peace that goes beyond our comprehension in 2021. We will soar

above this pandemic on wings like eagles. We will run and not be weary. We will walk and

never faint.

 20FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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WEEK 9 February 28 - March 6

Perfect PEACE
I pray that 2020 cleared your vision; that now we see clearer than ever that God is still

here. I pray that our families and faith are stronger than ever going in this new year.

2020 will definitely go down in history, but the real history maker will be 2021. God’s

got greater on the other side of this. Be encouraged that God never leaves or forsakes

His chosen ones. We are His children. Know that He loves you unconditionally. May that

bring you peace. God bless and keep you ‘till we meet up again.

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:

where there is hatred, let me sow love;

where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek

to be consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand,

to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive,

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Amen.

THIS WEEK'S WORD WORK

Pray this prayer of St. Francis daily, so that you might become an

instrument of peace. Do your best to memorize it.  

Each night, examine your day. Notice where you prioritized peace. Notice

where you tried to win or be right.
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- Ms. Wendi Peterson, Lay Leader

PRAYER
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WEEK 10 March 7 - 13

FAITHFULTUDE

"But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they

shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be

weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31

Faithfultude is comprised of the words faithful and fortitude. While it

may not be a “real” word it is comprised of the real stuff that “they

that wait” need to in order to be still and know that He is God.

Faithfultude encourages us to petition God and then relax… be

anxious about nothing. And when your faith begins to falter… and the

naysayers speak louder… and your plans don’t seem to be coming

into fruition…that’s precisely the moment when your faithfultude kicks

into overdrive. 

 

It reminds you of things like where your help comes from, God’s

promises and the sufficiency of grace. Faithfultude ensures us that

we can hang in there and overcome because blessed are those who

have not seen and yet have believed. Faithfultude is a characteristic

of a mature Christian. It allows us to not only envision our victory but

walk in it. Faithfultude allows your choices to reflect your hopes and

not your fears because you know that He’s able! 

 

Faithfutude helps us develop many unexpected gifts in ourselves

such as patience. When we stand in faith for the long haul –

believing that all things are working together for our good – God is

pleased, and that is when patience has its perfect work. Faithfultude

readies us for our prepared blessings that will neither come too soon

or too late. Our choice blessing will be right on time.
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WEEK 10 March 7 - 13

FAITHFULTUDE

"But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they

shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be

weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31

One thing we can do to occupy our time while we stand faithfully

waiting is to work out. Yes! Now is the time to build your spiritual

muscle! Gear up and meet God in the “wait room” daily. He will help

you shrink undesired areas and build up others through faithfultude.

All the time reminding us that He never gives us a gift that we can’t

handle. So, grow in faith and build with all the fortitude you can

muster my friend as you await your opportunity to receive God’s

choice blessings. The rainbow path of renewed promises is paved

with the stepping stones of faithfultude. Walk on purpose!

PRAYER

Lord thank you for meeting us in the “wait room” daily as you prove

your love for us over and over again. Let us be patient as You care

for us is in perfection. Lest we never forget to demonstrate our love

for you through the fortitude of our faith.
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- Mrs. Penny Colvin-Thompson

  Friend of First UMC and Children’s Ministry Leader of St. Mark’s UMC

THIS WEEK'S WORD WORK

Up until now, we’ve only had to work concentrate on one word at

a time! This week, pray about if God sees you as FAITHFUL and if

you show FORTITUDE. 

What other compound Star Word could bless you on your 2021

journey? What can you add to the word you’ve chosen? 

Faithfultude requires patience and trust. Is there something God

has asked you to wait for and not rush? If not, pray for others

who are hanging on by their faithfultude.
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WEEK 11 March 14 - 20

TRUST

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your

own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge him, and he

will make straight your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6

It starts with trust. Any real relationship has to start with some level

of trust. It's the only way a friendship will endure, It's the only way a

marriage will work out. It's the simple reason why an employer hires

workers, or why the workers stay employed. It's all about trust. 

 

We must learn to trust God. What happens when we don't trust

God? When we don't trust God, we do the exact opposite of

Proverbs 3, and that turns out to be wrong most of the time -- if not

all the time. When we try to take on everything ourselves and leave

God out of it, that's where we fall. And, we fall time and time

again, until we realize that it's not working. We have to take

ourselves (selfish ways) out of it and put God in it. 

 

I know and understand that trust is hard for a lot of people. Many

people who struggle with trust, have probably been down a rough

road. Being taken advantage of may have hardened them. But, you

have to open yourself up and give people a chance. And, you

certainly have to give God a chance. Trust in the Lord, however, is

different from trust in other people. It takes on something entirely

different. This is putting trust in something eternal, wise, powerful,

and loving. Someone you can't physically see. He is worthy of our

trust, and we must trust with all our heart – every fiber of our being.
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WEEK 11 March 14 - 20

TRUST

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your

own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge him, and he

will make straight your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6

 

That's the kind of trust we can have in God – a complete,

unshakable, deep, abiding trust. We must learn to trust him with

every detail of our life. And when we do, things will begin to

change, our eyes will begin to see the beauty of our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ. He will open doors that we didn't even realize

were there. Just like the songwriter said: “Open the floodgates of

heaven and let it rain.”

 
PRAYER

Awesome God, it’s not always easy to trust. And yet, we know we

can depend on you. Help us to grow in our faith, by exercising

our trust in you. Help us to walk by faith and not by sight –

trusting that everything will be alright. Amen.

25FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

- Mr. Michael Hubbard, Finance Chairperson

THIS WEEK'S WORD WORK

What is the hardest part about TRUST for you?

Imagine that trust is like learning to walk. You don’t give up

after one disappointing fall. 

What advice would you offer a “baby believer” who is

learning to TRUST? 

Take a look back over your week. Where did you falter in your

TRUST of God or others? Where did you demonstrate TRUST? 

Spend some time singing the old hymn “I Will Trust in the

Lord” or another song that encourages you to trust God.
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WEEK 12 March 21-27

ENCOURAGE

"And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God,

to those who are the called according to His purpose.”  Romans 8:28 (NKJV)

C H I L D R E N. They are like an open book with blank pages; just waiting for their

life-story to be written. They need the chance to grow up with positive guidance

and a strong support system. They need to be encouraged through conversation,

song, and scripture. And, yes, children sometimes need to be encouraged through

“careful discipline.” (Proverbs 13:24, 23:13).

 

WE are all God’s children! And we all need the same basic things.

 

God, our Father, has given us the ultimate guide/support system. It has been

documented and has stood the test of time. It tells us what has been, what will be

and what is to come.  It is timeless! So, be encouraged through God’s best seller –

The Bible – His Word. No matter what you choose or need, “it’s all in The Word” 

(2 Timothy 3:16-17).

 

So, encourage yourself, encourage all God’s children; study His Word and allow it

to saturate your inner spirit – making it “a way of life!” (Proverbs 4:4-7; 2 Tim 2:15)

Here is some encouragement for you:

1. Choose to serve God. Trust Him! (Josh 24:15; Prov 3:5-6)

2. Make Jesus your choice. Get to know him. Choose Life! 

(John 3:16, 14:6)

3. Memorize scripture. Stay “anchored in the Lord.” (Psalm 119:11; 

Heb 6:19)

4. Ask Him: “God, what are you calling me to do?” And, when He calls to tell you,

“choose” to answer His call, THE CALL! (Psalm 91:15; Matt 22:14)
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WEEK 12 March 21-27

ENCOURAGE

"And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to

those who are the called according to His purpose.” Romans 8:28 (NKJV)

5. Know that He has equipped you for your life-assignment. Examine your God-given

gifts. Use them. The Word tells us, “Your gifts will make room for you…” (Prov 18:16)

6. LOVE! Even your enemies; Do not judge others; Share your blessings. (Luke 6:27-38)

7. Encourage others to do the same. Then, we can each experience, individually and

collectively, the God-Plan: A life-story of “Good Success.” (Josh 1:8; Deut 31:8; Jer

29:11)
 
Be Encouraged!

Almighty God, our Father, we are so grateful for Your Word. Remind us to give positive

encouragement to one another with a smile, through our conversation, through song, and

through your scripture. Thank YOU for encouraging us by lighting our path with Your Word,

so that we can “walk in the light.” Even in the midst of one of our darkest hours (health,

economic and social pandemics) YOU are with us. So, we walk in the light with God-

confidence, knowing that no matter where we are in our life-story, all things work together

for the good of each, and every one of us, YOUR children. Thank YOU for giving us time to

“Write It Right”! In the powerful name of Your Son, Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

PRAYER
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THIS WEEK'S WORD WORK

Read through the scriptures cited above throughout the week. Choose one or two to

memorize or meditate upon. 

Who is the most encouraging person you know? What do you appreciate most about

them? Practice those characteristics this week. 

Do you need encouragement in any area of life right now? Say a special prayer for

that area. 

Play/sing a song that lifts your spirits and ENCOURAGES you.

- Mrs. Jackie Booker, Lay Member, Choir and Tech Ministry



DEVOTIONAL GUIDE  

WEEK 13 March 28 - April 3

COMMITMENT

“Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.”  

Proverbs 16:3

Brothers and sisters, when we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior,

a relationship is established, and we make a commitment to Him – saying

(with our hearts and minds, as well as with our mouths) “yes” to His will,

“yes” to His way.

 

However, that does not allow us to be exempt from situations that can be

troubling – trials and tribulations that will cause frustration and pain.  To

put it mildly, all of us have had such experiences in the year of 2020 – in

one form or another.  Last year, truly served as a reminder to us all that,

as followers of Christ, the road we travel is not easy.  Jesus himself shares

with us the difficulty of being in a relationship with him in John 16:33, when

He says that “in the world you will have tribulation.” However, in the

remainder of this passage, he reminds us of his commitment to us, when

he tells to “be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 

 

Therefore, as we continue onward in 2021, Jesus is reminding us all that

as he remains committed to us, we in turn should remain committed to

Him.  In doing so, we will find that no matter what comes our way, He will

make everything alright.  The words from a songwriter tell us “don’t give

up on God, ‘cause He won’t give up on you.”  In time, brothers and sisters,

we will come to discover that “He’s Able.”

PRAYER

Father God, thank

You for Your

unending presence

and Your

unwavering

commitment to us.

We ask that You

continue to be with

us, individually and

collectively, for we

realize that without

You we are nothing.

Continue to direct

our paths, and as

You do such, we will

be ever mindful to

give You all of the

glory, honor &

praise.  In Jesus’

name we pray,

Amen.
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- Mr. Vernon Moore

  Church Council 

  Chairperson

THIS WEEK'S WORD WORK

Are you known for honoring your commitments or for not keeping your word?

Either way, give God thanks or ask for help. 

Over-committing can impact your ability to do your best and truly commit.

Do you over-promise and under-deliver, or do you hit the mark in terms of

COMMITMENT? 

Without COMMITMENT, everything falls apart… How does your Star Word help

you to be a committed person?
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WEEK 14 April 4 - 10

COMPLETE

“… being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it

on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 1:6

Genesis 3 tells us that the serpent was craftier, more deceitful than any of the

animals God made. And, because of this, sin entered the world through one

seemingly harmless conversation that led to temptation that led to our separation

from God and God’s will. Eating from the apple probably seemed like no big deal.

And yet, fruit lovers know that one bite of an apple can create a juicy mess. We call

that mess sin, and we understand that we cannot clean it up on our own. 

 

This Easter, we celebrate the fact that Christ lived and died, in order to clean up our

mess. We give thanks for the fact that just as God pursued Adam and Eve in the

garden, God sent Jesus to live and serve among us, to pursue us, so that our

relationship with God might be restored. 

 

We were created good, but like Adam and Eve, we’ve all made choices that caused

brokenness in our lives and relationships – and even in the world around us. Many of

us think those choices disqualify us from truly serving the way God has called us to

serve. Rather than receive the blessing of redemption, we allow our brokenness to

block us.

From the cross, Christ assures us that we are complete in every way. We’ve been

forgiven of every sin, every misdeed, every act of disobedience. So, there is nothing

separating us from the love of God, and there is nothing stopping us from pursuing

the will of God.
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WEEK 14 April 4 - 10

COMPLETE

“… being confident of this, that he who began a good work in

you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 1:6

Is there any area where you judge yourself harshly or feel

incomplete? 

This Easter, will you trust that Christ’s blood covers all your

brokenness? 

From the cross, Jesus said: It is finished. Meditate this week on

what exactly Jesus “finished” for you. 

What does Christ’s perfect and COMPLETE sacrifice mean for

you in 2021?

We can be assured that the God who created us in God’s image and

planned good works for us (even before we were born), will not rest

until our work is done. We can be confident that he who began a

good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ

Jesus. We can count on God! The question is, can God count on us to

complete the kingdom work for which we were created? 

 

God, you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.

You knew what each day of our lives would look like even before we

took one breath. Thank you for forgiving us. Thank you for never

giving up on us. Thank you for Christ’s complete and perfect work on

the cross, that enables to complete the good works you have

planned for us. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.

 

PRAYER
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- Rev. Eleanor L. Colvin, Pastor

THIS WEEK'S WORD WORK
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